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BERKLEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
59 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

BERKLEY, MASSACHUSETTS 02779 
  

ððððð 
  
  
  

(508) 822-9550 
FAX (508) 822-3773 

  
ñCommitment to Excellence: A Shared Responsibilityò 

JENNIFER L. FRANCISCO 
PRINCIPAL 

SARAH A. COGAR 
ASST. PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parent(s) and/or Guardian(s): 
 
Welcome to Kindergarten at Berkley Community School.  We are excited to provide you with 
this handbook which will share some important information about our program and help to 
prepare your child for the Kindergarten experience.  Please review it and contact us if you 
have any questions regarding the upcoming school year. 
 
We welcome the opportunity of working together with you and your child and to be a part of 
this very special experience.  Have a wonderful school year. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jennifer L. Francisco 
Principal 
 
 
 
Sarah A. Cogar 
Assistant Principal and 
Early Childhood Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updated:  2017-2018 
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PHILOSOPHY STATEMENT OF BERKLEY COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL 

 
Berkley Community School is a Preschool through Grade Four school in the town of Berkley, Massachu-
setts, which serves just over five hundred students.  Berkley Community School seeks to provide each 
child with a safe, nurturing, positive atmosphere that will enhance his/her ability to develop as an individ-
ual.  We believe in providing a rich academic environment that challenges each child to achieve at his/her 
highest potential.  Berkley Community School prepares children to be responsible members of both their 
school and community by working to build strong relationships among students, staff members and fami-
lies. 
 

Approved, April 2004 
Reaffirmed June, 2009 
Reaffirmed, 2011 
Revised, 2018 

 

BERKLEY COMMUNITY SCHOOL GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

1. To provide a safe, educational environment that fosters a strong foundation in academic skills while 
 challenging each student to achieve his/her highest potential. 
 
2. To support each childôs social and emotional development including a positive self-image, respect 
for the rights and diversity of others, and respect for authority. 

 
3. To support families in taking an active role in their childôs education. 
 
4. To encourage a positive relationship between our school and the community. 
 
5. To review and revise our curricula on a rotating cycle in concert with the Massachusetts Curriculum 
Frameworks and to provide high quality, innovative staff development and training opportunities. 

 
6.    To facilitate studentsô smooth transition between grades at BCS with particular focus on students 
entering Berkley Community School for the first time and those who are transitioning to the Berkley 
Middle School. 

 
 
Approved ï June, 2014 
Updated ï June, 2018 
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Helpful Information 
 

School Name and Address:   
Berkley Community School  
59 South Main Street 
Berkley, MA 02779 
www.berkleypublicschools.org 
 
Principal:  Jennifer L. Francisco  
Assistant Principal:  Sarah A. Cogar 
 
Kindergarten Hours:   
All Kindergarten classes are held Monday through Friday from 8:55 a.m. to 3:05 p.m.  Please con-
tact the BCS Main Office with questions or concerns regarding our Kindergarten Program.   
 
 

Enrollment  Requirements 
 
 

Children who turn age five on or before August 31, and who live in the Berkley Community 
School district, are eligible for Kindergarten.   Registration is open the first week of April or 
anytime following that date.  In order for children to be eligible to begin school, all Regis-
tration Forms must be completed with a copy of the following items:   
 
§ Birth certificate 

§ Three  forms of proof of residency 
 

§ Most recent immunization/physical records  
 (within one year), including a lead test 
 

Please direct all inquiries regarding Kindergarten Registration 
to Sarah Cogar. 

Important Numbers 
 
Superintendentôs Office  508-822-5220 
BCS Main Office   508-822-9550 
BCS Fax Number   508-822-3773 
School Nurse    508-822-9550 
Early Childhood Coordinator 508-822-9550 
Special Education Office  508-822-5251 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=enrollment+clipart&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=7nUTa4h-z3-7HM:&imgrefurl=http://www.bsd.k12.ca.us/&docid=tEIXhorO2ZbxnM&imgurl=http://www.bsd.k12.ca.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/443974/Image/imag
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=back+to+school+clipart&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=643&tbm=isch&tbnid=ZeCP1dLTbA5V6M:&imgrefurl=http://209.18.101.212/pennsbury/Staff%2520Pages/Quarry%2520Hill%2520Elementary/Radvany,%2520R./&docid=hU3gdjv7i7DUcM&imgurl=http://www.p
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Parents Contribute to Student Success 

 
A strong partnership between home and school contributes to a quality educational ex-
perience. While teachers, principals and other caring adults help children learn and 
grow in the school setting, nothing replaces a parentôs nurturing in transforming a child 
into a sensible, sensitive, and capable young adult.  As your childôs first teacher, you 
continue to have tremendous influence over his or her intellectual growth and learning 
achievements.  As a parent, you can help your kindergartener succeed by promoting 
skills that build strong character and self-esteem. 
 
Encourage your son or daughter to: 
 
§ Show respect by treating others the way he/she wants to be treated; 

§ Show responsibility by being accountable for what he/she says or does; 

§ Show integrity by being truthful and trustworthy; 

§ Do his/her personal best by putting forth his/her best effort; 

§ Demonstrate positive communication by being considerate with his/her words 
or actions. 

 
Work to build your childôs decision-making skills by: 
 
§ Brainstorming possible ways to solve problems at home and at school; 

§ Weighing the positive and negative results of each choice; 

§ Choosing the solution that promises the best outcome; 

§ Relating your decision-making experiences and sharing lessons learned from 
the positive and negative results. 
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Program Overview:  Learning is Childôs Play 
 
The Kindergarten curriculum is based in developmental appropriate learning practices with 
curriculum components that are interwoven in experiences that are meaningful and relevant 
to childrenôs real life experience.  It promotes the acquisition of knowledge and skills in the 
areas of language, literacy, social development, motor, self-care, health, and the arts as well 
as fostering early mathematics, science and social studies concepts.  Individual learning 
styles and rates of learning are accommodated and respected.  Exploration and curiosity are 
fostered and encouraged in order to contribute to your childôs success in school. 

When Childrené. 
 

Build with blocks, they are learning: 
¶ Spatial relationships 
¶ Shapes 
¶ Boundaries 
¶ Measurement 
¶ Balance 
¶ Cooperation 
¶ Fine motor control 
¶ Eye/hand coordination 
¶ Planning 
¶ Problem solving 
¶ To use imagination 
¶ Classifying, sorting 
 
Use dramatic play area, they are learning: 
¶ Storytelling 
¶ To express and work through feelings 
¶ About adult and family roles 
¶ To share, compromise, negotiate 
¶ To communicate well 
¶ To read and write in meaningful ways 
¶ Self esteem 
¶ Creative planning 
 
Are read to, they are learning: 
¶ Language 
¶ Listening 
¶ Pre-reading skills 
¶ To enjoy books 
¶ Values 
¶ Our culture 
¶ About our worldðHistory      

Use manipulative materials, puzzles 
and games, they are learning: 
¶ Math concepts 
¶ Spatial control 
¶ Fine motor control 
¶ Categorizing 
¶ Sequencing 
¶ Problem solving 
¶ Colors 
 
Use art materials, they are learning: 
¶ Problem solving 
¶ To use their creativity 
¶ Fine motor skills 
¶ Self esteem 
¶ About textures, colors, 
and designs 

¶ To make choices 
¶ Spatial relationships 
 
Come to Kindergarten, 
they: 
¶ Grow in self confidence 
¶ Learn new and exciting skills 
¶ Are cared for and treated with respect 
¶ Form valuable relationships with 
       children and staff 
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Components of a Full Day Kindergarten Program 
 
Children have individual interests and strengths.  Therefore, early childhood educators 
need to be aware of studentôs needs and find ways to engage them and expand their hori-
zons.  They can do so by arranging a rich variety of learning experiences that appeal to the 
sensesð visual, auditory, and physicalð and by offering individual, partnered, small 
group and large group activities so that children experience various kinds of social interac-
tion.  Our program promotes the integration of  children with varying abilities to interact 
with their peers during classroom activities.  Emphasizing what children can do and enjoy 
builds their confidence.  Classroom teachers plan or modify the activities depending on the 
learning needs or strengths of each child.  Berkley Community School is pleased to offer 
four, tuition-free full day Kindergarten classrooms.  Here is a brief overview of our pro-
gram: 
 
§ Balanced daily routines including small and large group, as well as individual expe-
riences. 

 
§ Opportunities for parental involvement through our volunteer program or special 
events. 

 
§ Learning centers, which offer hands on, open-ended materials and activities. 
 
§ Play based activities, which support social development as well as language and 
cognitive development. 

 
§ Exposure to print rich environment, quality literature, prewriting and writing activi-
ties. 

 
§ Opportunities to explore and experiment with math and science concepts with 
meaningful activities.   

 
§ A lunch program in which children may bring their own lunch or participate in the 
school lunch program. 
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Learning in English Language Arts 
 

A solid English Language Arts foundation is critical to a childôs social and emotional develop-
ment as well as all other areas of the curriculum.  The Berkley Community School is proud to 
offer a balanced literacy approach to English Language Arts, utilizing the Pearson MyView Lit-
eracy curriculum.  This program enriches studentsô classroom experience by offering engaging 
activities and lessons centered around the five components of reading instruction: phonemic 
awareness, phonics, vocabulary, comprehension, and fluency. 
 
In Language, students will: 
§ Participate in collaborative conversations with  peers and adults about kindergarten top-
ics and texts in small and larger groups;  

§ Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, get information, or clarify something 
that is not understood; 

§ Describe familiar people, places, things, and events and, with prompting and support, 
provide additional detail; 

§ Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas 
clearly;  

 
In Reading and Literature, students will: 
§ Engage in read aloud activities by asking questions, 
predicting or retelling events; 

§ Identify character, setting, and events in stories; 
§ Recognize common types of texts;  
§ Name the author and illustrator of a story and define 
the role of each in a story;  

§ Describe the relationship between illustrations and the 
story in which they appear  

§ Identify and respond to characteristics of traditional poetry: rhyme; regular beats; and 
repetition of sounds, words, and phrases; 

§ Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories;  
§ Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding; 
§ Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print;  
§ Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (phonemes);  
§ Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words; 
§ Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and understanding.  

 
In Writing, students will: 
§ Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion , information-
al, or single event pieces; 

§ Add details or make changes to published or class made stories; 
§ Participate in shared research and writing projects; 
§ Demonstrate command of English grammar and usage when writing or speaking;  
§ Demonstrate command of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.  
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You can help your child acquire English 
Language Arts skills by: 
 
§ Talking with and listening to your 
child; 

 
§ Using proper speech; 
 
§ Reading daily to your child and visit-
ing libraries regularly; 

 
§ Reading aloud information books 
and articles that appeal to your 
childôs interests; 

 
§ Having your child read aloud to you; 
 
§ Engaging your child in discussion 
about school assemblies, special 
events, field trips, and family experi-
ences; 

 
§ Monitoring television viewing:  
watch programs together and discuss 
what you see; 

 
§ Providing your child with a variety 
of writing materials (pencils, cray-
ons, markers, and an assortment of 
papers); 

 
§ Encouraging your child to dictate 
stories to you; 

 
§ Praising your childôs reading and 
writing efforts. 
 

Parents Can Promote  
Language Arts Learning 

English Language Arts  
Curriculum 

Harcourt StoryTown 
Even the youngest of readers love the 
Kindergarten program in Pearson 
MyView Literacy Program. The pro-
gramôs instruction provides rich thematic 
content for developing language and ear-
ly literacy skills. It includes a balanced 
approach to teaching, reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, and thinking aloud 
through reading and writing workshops.  
Children develop an early love of reading 
and writing as they interact with print and 
digital curriculum and authentic texts.   

Empowering Writers 
Teachers begin by providing meaningful 
opportunities for Kindergarten students  
to express themselves.  Students move 
from recognition of skill, technique, and 
authorôs craft to writing on their own 
when they are developmentally ready to 
handle the challenges of putting pencil to 
paper.  The simplest of writing assign-
ments can enhance studentsô reading, 
thinking and problem solving skills.  
 

Handwriting Without Tears 
This program is a simple, developmental-
ly based curriculum for writing readiness 
and printing.  The multisensory lessons 
teach to all learning styles- visual, audito-
ry, tactile, and kinesthetic.  This program 
can be paired with our Promethean Board 
to offer teacher modeling opportunities 
and interactive lessons to teach primary 
writing.  
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Learning in Mathematics 
 

Mathematics relates to ideas and concepts about quantity and addresses logical and spatial 
relationships.  Over the course of the year, your child will do many hands-on activities re-
lated to a range of mathematical topics. In addition, the unique GO Math! Write-In Student 
Edition helps students interact with lessons in new ways.  Students record their strategies, 
explanations, solutions, practice and test prep right in their books.  These interactive les-
sons keep students totally engaged and maximize learning during math time. Research has 
shown that children have more success with written and symbolic mathematics in later 
grades if they have a Kindergarten experience that builds a strong foundation based on ex-
perience and understanding. 

In Counting and Cardinality, students will: 

§ Know number names and the count sequence; 

§ Count to tell the number of objects; 

§ Compare numbers. 
 

In Operations and Algebraic Thinking, students will: 

§ Understand addition as putting together and adding to, and understand subtraction 
as taking apart and taking from. 

 

In Number and Operations in Base Ten, students will: 

§ Work with numbers to gain foundations for place value. 
 

In Measurement and Data, students will: 

§ Describe and compare measurable attributes; 

§ Classify objects and count the number of objects in each category. 
 

In Geometry, students will: 

§ Identify and describe shapes (squares, circles, triangles, rectangles, hexagons, cu-
bes, cones, cylinders, and spheres). 

§ Analyze, compare, create, and compose shapes. 



12 

Parents can Promote  
Mathematics Learning  

 

You can help your child begin to under-
stand the usefulness of mathematics by: 
 
§ Having your child count objects, 
such as dishes, fruits, shoes; 

 
§ Pointing out use of numbers in eve-
ryday life, such as telephone num-
bers, calendars, clocks, money; 

 
§ Having your child use words such as 
largerðsmaller, moreðless, 
aboveðbelow, topðmiddleð
bottom, etc. 

 
§ Enlisting your childôs help to meas-
ure ingredients for a meal; 

 
§ Letting your child count and wrap 
loose coins; 

 
§ Talking about the different shapes 
that food is packaged in, such as 
square boxes, rectangular boxes, 
cones, and cylinders; 

 
§ Working together to prepare a shop-
ping list from advertised prices; 

 
§ Having your child help put away 
groceries to develop classifying and 
reasoning skills. 

GO Math! 
GO Math! Is a comprehensive mathemat-
ics program developed to support the 
Common Core State Standards for Math-
ematics.  The program emphasizes the 
critical areas and depth of understanding 
through interactive lessons, research 
based instructional approaches, best prac-
tices from around the world, and differ-
entiated instructional resources to ensure 
success for all students. 
 

Mathematics  
Curriculum 



13 

Learning in Science and Technology/Engineering 
 

We recognize that children are naturally curious.  Fostering young childrenôs sense of 
curiosity about the natural world around them can promote a lifelong interest in it.  In 
Kindergarten, teachers provide opportunities for students to ask questions about, under-
stand, and appreciate the world around them.  Your child will learn to develop solutions 
to problems through hands-on instruction that highlight the following important inquiry 
skills: 
 
§ Asking and seeking answers to questions about objects  
      and events; 
§ Making predictions about changes in materials or objects; 
§ Identifying and using simple tools to extend observations; 
§ Recording observations and sharing ideas through drawings; 

 
In Kindergarten, we are proud to offer the Many hands-on science ex-
periences that are aligned to our Massachusetts state standards.  Students will explore 
the natural world through their own inquiries, investigations, and analyses.  Your child 
will learn to develop solutions to problems through hands-on instruction. 
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Parents can Promote Science Learning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Science fiction 
writer Isaac Asimov describes science as ña way to look at the world.ò  You can help 
your child explore the natural world by: 
 
§ Encouraging him/her to observe whatôs happening around them and to wonder 
and ask why; 

 
§ Prompting your child to predict what might happen; 
 
§ Discussing changes your child can observe, such as freezing water into ice cubes 
and letting it melt back into water, or slicing an apple, which cannot be made 
whole again; 

 
§ Encouraging your child to think about objects according to size or colorðfor 
instance, rocks, hills, mountains, and planets; 

 
§ Observing leaves or insects and asking your child to group the ones that are sim-
ilar; 

 
§ Tracking changes in weather and selecting appropriate clothing for school; 
 
§ Stargazing together; 
 
§ Visiting a museum of natural history or science exhibit; 
 
§ Giving your child a magnifying glass and objects at home in the yard to investi-
gate. 
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Learning in Social Science 
 

Learning in social science curriculum encourages kindergarten students to become self-
directed and responsible citizens by making connections between themselves, their fam-
ilies, and their communities.  Meaningful topics around social studies often emerge out 
of childrenôs play and conversations.  The social science curriculum encourages students 
to become self-directed and responsible citizens as they acquire the knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes necessary in community life.  Likewise, students will also learn to cooper-
ate, share, and respect the rules of the classroom as they navigate the classroom setting.  
Children will listen to stories of the historical people and events that we celebrate and 
learn why we celebrate them.  They also become familiar with national symbols, maps 
and globes, the President, and the American flag.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In So- cial Studies, 
stu- dents will: 
 
§ Discuss and identify the order of daily routines; 

§ Discuss and use vocabulary related to time in relevant activities; 

§ Identify and describe cause and effect; 

§ Engage in activities that build understanding of location and direction words; 

§ Construct and describe simple maps; 

§ Discuss rules, fairness, personal responsibilities, and authority through personal 

experiences and stories; 

§ Talk about qualities we value in a personôs character such as honesty, courage, 

courtesy, willingness to work hard, kindness, fairness, and self-discipline; 

§ Discuss classroom responsibilities; 

§ Discuss roles of family and community members; 

§ Discuss the various kinds of work done in and outside of the home; 

§ Observe, discuss, and dramatize economic concepts such as buying and selling; 

§ Observe U.S. national holidays and discuss why we celebrate them; 

§ Observe or listen to important American symbols. 
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Parents can help with Social Science 
 

Parents can help a child become aware of the past and present 
by: 
 

§ Discussing newsworthy items with your child; 
 
§ Discussing traits of good citizenship; 
 
§ Visiting local historical sites; 
 
§ Taking your child to interesting places (farms, museums, nature centers); 
 
§ Sharing personal experiences such as recollections of historical events; 
 
§ Reading historical books and articles together; 
 
§ Doing simple calendar activities together. 
 
§ Practicing your childôs name, phone number, and address. 
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Learning through Physical, Social, and Emotional Development 
 
Physical fitness is a primary goal at the elementary level.  At the Kindergarten level, there 
should be strong emphasis on both gross and fine motor development activities.  Develop-
ing the large muscles will give support to the small muscles in hands and fingers.  Outdoor 
play is an integral part of the daily curriculum and is explored through recess, free time ac-
tivities, and the Physical Education curriculum.  Activities that promote sound physical 
development help children develop both skills and confidence in using their bodies and the 
equipment they play with.  In gym class, Kindergarten students focus on muscle activities 
that build coordination, cooperative team activities, and the growth of self-confidence.  
 
Socially, Kindergarten children are moving into a wider circle of relationships with peers 
and with adults other than family members.  Students need guidance to develop the ability 
to share, take turns, lead, follow, and be a good friend.  Kindergarten children need to feel 
support and security from adults as they gain independence and develop emotionally.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Physical De- velopment, stu-
dents will: 
§ Listen to and describe the names and functions of the parts of the body; 
§ Build body awareness, strength, and coordination through locomotion activities; 
§ Discuss the accommodations people use in everyday life; 
§ Build awareness of directionality and position in space; 
§ Strengthen bilateral coordination; 
§ Alternate left and right sides of the body; 
§ Begin upper body strength and stability to control shoulder movement; 
§ Strengthen hand grasps and flexibility; 
§ Utilize thumb and forefinger in a pencil grasp, grasp and release;  
§ Use hand-eye coordination; 
§ Discuss healthy meals, personal hygiene, and human growth. 

 
In Social and Emotional Health, students will: 
§ Learn to share and take turns; 
§ Develop the ability to listen to others and to ex-
press his/her own ideas clearly; 

§ Use good manners and courtesy; 
§ Learn to follow school rules; 
§ Appreciate his/her self worth; 
§ Develop the ability to think for themselves; 
§ Learn to accept guidance; 
§ Learn to solve his/her own problems. 
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Parents Can Promote Social and Emotional Growth 
 

You can help your child build self-confidence and responsibility by: 
 
§ Listening to your child and making your child feel what he/she says is important; 
 
§ Giving love and praise frequently; 
 
§ Encouraging your child to do some things independently; 
 
§ Allowing your child to make decisions appropriate to his/her age; 
 
§ Encouraging your child to take responsibility for his/her behavior; 
 
§ Encouraging good manners; 
 
§ Inviting your childôs friends to play at your home; 
 
§ Reinforcing the awareness that everyone is unique. 

 


